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ELCOME to the City Church of St Michael at the North Gate.  During 
this service of Sung Matins, we will be remembering those who 

fought so valiantly for freedom and liberty during the Second World War, 
and in particular all those involved in the Battle of Britain which was to 
prove a crucial turning point in the conflict. The order of service will 
contain all you need to participate in our worship.   
 
Please join us for refreshments in the parish centre after the service. 
 

  
The church is served by a hearing loop. Users should turn their hearing aid to 
the setting marked T. The service is led by the Revd Anthony Buckley  

The service is sung by the Choir of St Michael at the North Gate, conducted by 
Richard Pantcheff, Director of Music.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

W 



 3 

❡ Organ Prelude.  
 

❡ All stand. The Processional Hymn is sung.  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
 

HY  hand, O God, has guided 
thy flock, from age to age; 

the wondrous tale is written, 
full clear, on every page; 
our fathers owned thy goodness, 
and we their deeds record; 
and both of this bear witness: 
one Church, one faith, one Lord.  
 
Thy heralds brought glad tidings 
to greatest, as to least; 
they bade men rise, and hasten 
to share the great King's feast; 
and this was all their teaching, 
in every deed and word, 
to all alike proclaiming 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
Through many a day of darkness, 
through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely, 
to guard the nation's life. 
Their Gospel of redemption, 
sin pardoned, man restored, 
was all in this enfolded: 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
And we, shall we be faithless? 
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 
Shall we evade the conflict, 
and cast away our crown? 
Not so: in God's deep counsels 
some better thing is stored; 
we will maintain, unflinching, 
one church, one faith, one Lord. 
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Thy mercy will not fail us, 
nor leave thy work undone; 
with thy right hand to help us, 
the victory shall be won; 
and then, by men and angels, 
thy name shall be adored, 
and this shall be their anthem: 
one Church, one faith, one Lord. 

E. H. Plumptre (1821-91) 
 
 

❡ All standing, the Priest shall read an opening sentence of Scripture and the 
following invitation to Confession.  
 

EARLY beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to 
acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that 

we should not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of almighty God 
our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent and 
obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same by 
his infinite goodness and mercy. And although we ought at all times 
humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we most chiefly so 
to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the great 
benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy 
praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things which are 
requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray 
and beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a 
pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, 
saying after me: 
 

❡ All sit or kneel to pray the general Confession.  
 

LMIGHTY and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed 
from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the 

devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy 
holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have 
done; And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; 
And there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults. 
Restore thou them that are penitent; According to thy promises declared 
unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord. And grant, O most merciful 
Father, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
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❡ The Absolution or Remission of sins is pronounced by the Priest.  
 

LMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness 

and live; and hath given power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to 
declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and 
Remission of their sins: He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 
repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech 
him to grant us true repentance, and his holy Spirit, that those things may 
please him, which we do at this present; and that the rest of our life 
hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

❡ Then shall all say together the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

UR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 

❡ The Priest and People shall sing in turn these Preces and Responses. 
 

 
Priest: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Answer: And our mouth shall shew fórth thy praise. 
 

 
Priest: O God, make speed to save us.  
Answer: O Lórd, make háste to help us. 
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❡ All stand.  

 
Priest: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
Answer: As it was in the beginning, is | now and ev - er shall be | world 
without end. | A - men. 
 

 
Priest: Praise ye the Lord.  
Answer: The Lord’s Náme be praís - ed. 
 
 

THE HYMN  
(Psalm 46) 

 
OD is our strength and refuge, 
Our present help in trouble;             

and we therefore will not fear,          
though the earth should change!       
Though mountains shake and tremble, 
Though swirling floods are raging, 
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!   
 
There is a flowing river, 
within God’s holy city; 
God is in the midst of her  
She shall not be moved! 
God’s help is swiftly given, 
thrones vanish at his presence 
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore! 
 
Come, see the works of our maker, 
Learn of His deed all powerful 
Wars will cease across the world 
when he shatters the spear! 
Be still and know your creator, 
Uplift Him in the nations – 
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore! 

 
Richard Bewes (b. 1934) Eric Coates (1886-1958), Dambusters’ March 

G 



 7 

 

❡ All sit for the first lesson.  
 

2 Corinthians 4.1-6 
 
Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not 
lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do 
not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by 
setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s 
conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we preach is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his 
light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s 
glory displayed in the face of Christ. 
 

❡ All remain seated as the Choir sings the Te Deum Laudamus.  
 

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS 
 

E praise thee, O God : we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee: the Father everlasting. 

To thee all Angels cry aloud: the Heavens and all the Powers therein. 
To thee Cherubin, and Seraphin: continually do cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty: of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the Apostles: praise thee. 
The goodly fellowship of the Prophets: praise thee. 
The noble army of Martyrs: praise thee. 
The holy Church throughout all the world: doth acknowledge thee; 
The Father: of an infinite Majesty; 
Thine honourable, true: and only Son; Also the Holy Ghost: the Comforter. 
Thou art the King of Glory: O Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son: of the 
Father. When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man: thou didst not abhor 
the Virgin’s womb. 
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death: thou didst open the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. 
Thou sittest at the right hand of God: in the Glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come: to be our Judge. 
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants: whom thou hast redeemed with 
thy precious blood. 

W 



 8 

Make them to be numbered with thy Saints: in glory everlasting. 
O Lord, save thy people: and bless thine heritage. 
Govern them: and lift them up for ever. 
Day by day: we magnify thee; 
And we worship thy Name: ever world without end. 
Vouchsafe, O Lord: to keep us this day without sin. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us: have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us: as our trust is in thee. 
O Lord, in thee have I trusted: let me never be confounded. 

 
                                                                 Morning Service in B flat (Charles Stanford 1852-1924) 
 

❡ All remain seated as the second lesson is read.  
 

St. Matthew 9.9-13 
 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 
tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow me,’ he told him, and Matthew got up and 

followed him. 
 

While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees 

saw this, they asked his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?’ 

 
On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
those who are ill. But go and learn what this means: “I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice.” For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.’ 
 

 

❡ All stand as the choir sings the Jubilate Deo.  
 

JUBILATE DEO 
  

 BE joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord with gladness, and 
come before his presence with a song. 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us and not we 
ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: and his truth endureth 
from generation to generation. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen. 

Morning Service in B flat (Charles Stanford 1852-1924) 
 

❡ All remain standing to say the Apostles’ Creed.  
  

 BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:  
  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried, He descended into hell; The third day 
he rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 
body, And the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

❡ All remain standing for the Salutation and Response. 
  

 
Priest: The Lord be with you.  
Answer: And with thý spí-rit.  
Priest: Let us pray.  
 

❡ All sit or kneel to pray. 

 
Priest: Lord, have mercy up - on us.  
Answer: Christ, have mer - cy up - ón us.  
Priest: Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

 

 
UR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temp - | ta - tion; But 
deliver us from evil. | A - men. 
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❡ The Minister and People shall sing in turn the Suffrages. 
 

 
Priest: O Lord, shew thy mercy up - on us.  
Answer: And grant us thy sal - vá - tion. 

 
Priest: O Lord, save the King.  
Answer: And mercifully hear us when we | call up - on thee.  

 
Priest: Endue thy ministers with right - eous - ness.  
Answer: And make thy cho - sen peo - ple jóy - ful.  

 
Priest: O Lord, save thy peo - ple.  
Answer: And bléss thine inher - i - tance.  

 
Priest: Give peace in our time, O Lord.  
Answer: Because there is none other that | fight - eth for us, | but on - ly 
thoú, O God. 

 
Priest: O God, make clean our hearts with - in us.  
Answer: And take not thy Ho - ly | Spi - rit from us.  
 

 

❡ Then shall be said the Collect of the Day (St Matthew the Apostle).  
 

LMIGHTY God, who by thy blessed Son didst call Matthew from the 
receipt of custom to be an Apostle and Evangelist: Grant us grace to 

forsake all covetous desires and inordinate love of riches, and to follow the 
same thy Son Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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❡ The Collect for Peace. 
 

 GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge 
of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom; 

Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, 
surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear that power of any adversaries, 
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

❡ And all shall say together the Collect for Grace.  
 

 LORD our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast 
safely brought us to the beginning of this day; Defend us in the 

same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 
neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be 
ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in thy sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
❡ All sit as the Choir sings the Anthem.  
 
They are at rest  
 

hey are at rest;  
We may not stir the heaven of their repose  

By rude invoking voice, or prayer addrest in waywardness to those  
Who in the mountain grots of Eden lie,  
And hear the fourfold river as it murmurs by.  
 
And soothing sounds  
Blend with the neighbouring waters as they glide;  
Posted along the haunted garden's bounds, Angelic forms abide,  
Echoing, as words of watch, o'er lawn and grove  
The verses of that hymn which Seraphs chant above.  
 
They are at rest. 
 
                            Words, John Henry Newman, 1801-1890, Music, Edward Elgar 1857-1934  

 

❡ All remain seated for the Sermon.  
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❡ All sit or kneel for the Prayers. 
 

LMIGHTY and loving Father, whose will is our freedom and peace; 
We pray for our world and for those who suffer as a result of war and  

terrorism, the lonely, disabled, mentally ill and bereaved. Bring to them 
consolation and touch their hearts with your peace, and through that touch 
bring healing into their memories and lives. We give thanks for all who 
relieve suffering, especially we pray for the work of the Royal Air Force 
Association and Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund.  
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 

E pray for our Sovereign Lord King Charles, for your blessing upon 
him, and all those put in authority under him.  

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 

LMIGHTY God we commend to your gracious care and keeping all 
the men and women and their families who serve our country today in 

the Royal Air Force. We remember especially those serving on detachment. 
Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace, strengthen them in 
their trials and tribulations and grant them a sense of your abiding 
presence.  
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 

ATHER, in you we trust for our refuge and strength, we thank you that 
our nation remained secure in the Battle of Britain. We thank you for 

those who gave their lives that we might be free. As we honour their 
memory, teach us to remember your love for all people, to dedicate our 
lives to your service and to treasure the freedom won for us by others.  
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A 

W 

A 

F 



 13 

❡ All stand for the Dedication and Act of Remembrance.  
 

N friendship and in service one to another, we are pledged to keep alive 
the memory of those of all Nations who died in the Royal Air Force and 

in the Air Forces of the Commonwealth. In their name we give ourselves to 
this noble cause. Proudly and thankfully we will remember them. 
 

E remember before God and commend to his sure keeping those who 
have died for their country in war; those whom we knew, and whose 

memory we treasure; those who have lived and died in the service of 
others. We remember in particular those in the RAF who gave their lives, 
and who died in the Battle of Britain. 
 

HEY shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  
We will remember them.   
We will remember them. 
 

❡ A two-minute silence is kept.  

 
❡ The Kohima Declaration is read, followed by the Act of Commitment.  
 

hen you go home, tell them of us and say,  
‘For your tomorrow we gave our today.’ 

 
ET us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God and our fellow men 
and women: that we may help, encourage, and comfort others, and 

support those working for the relief of the needy and for the peace and 
welfare of the nations. 
 

❡ The National Anthem is sung.  
 

GOD save our gracious King, 
long live our noble King, 
God save the King. 
Send him victorious, 
happy and glorious, 
long to reign over us: 
God save the King. 
 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
on him be pleased to pour, 
long may he reign. 
May he defend our laws, 
and ever give us cause 
to sing with heart and voice, 
God save the King. 
 

National Anthem, Thesaurus Musicus, c. 1743 
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❡ All remain standing for the Blessing, pronounced by the Priest. 
 

HE Peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord: And the Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

❡ All remain standing as the Choir and Clergy depart.  
 

❡ Please be seated until the Organ Voluntary has concluded. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Liturgy is Copyright © The Crown / Cambridge University Press: The Book of Common Prayer (1662). 
Music for the Preces and Responses: © Richard Pantcheff, The ‘Oxford’ Service. 

St Michael at the North Gate, City Church of Oxford 
Cornmarket, Oxford, OX1 3EY    01865 240 940   
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